
This volume discusses the aesthetic and cognitive challenges of modern 
picturebooks from different countries, such as Denmark, France, 
Germany, Norway, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, and USA. The 
overarching issue concerns the mutual relationship between 
representation and narration by means of the picturebooks’ multimodal 
character. Moreover, this volume includes the main lines of debate and 
approaches to picturebooks by international leading researchers in the 
field. Topics covered are the impact of paratexts and interpictorial 
allusions, the relationship between artists’ books, crossover picturebooks, 
and picturebooks for adults, the narrative defiance of wordless 
picturebooks, the representation of emotions in images and text, and the 
depiction of hybrid characters in picturebooks. The enlargement of the 
picturebook corpus beyond an Anglo-American picturebook canon opens 
up new horizons and highlights the diverging styles and genre shifts in 
modern picturebooks. This tendency also demonstrates the influence of 
specific authors and illustrators on the appreciation of the picturebook 
genre, as in the case of Astrid Lindgren’s picturebooks and the 
picturebooks created by renowned illustrators, such as Anthony Browne, 
Wolf Erlbruch, Stian Hole, and Bruno Munari. This book will be the 
definite contribution to contemporary picturebook research for many 
years to come. 
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